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FAR LEFT: Dramatic 
in tones of black, grey 
and white – the kitchen 
combines modern 
furnishings with 
transitional shaker-style 
cabinets. Mastro Kitchen 
Studio outdid themselves 
with this gorgeous kitchen.
LEFT: A detail of the 
butler’s pantry featuring a 
wine fridge and microwave.
BELOW: The homeowner 
searched high and low 
for the perfect slab of 
granite. He fell in love 
with it the minute he saw 
it. The chrome lighting is 
a great choice – modern 
yet traditional. It is from 
the Lighting Boutique and 
Appliance Shoppe.

The house on the leafy, tree-lined 
street in South Windsor had great 
bones but it had seen better days. 
Built in the 1930s, the three-storey, 
red brick, federal-style home 
hadn’t been updated since the 60s. 

BOTTOM reno
Continued on page 42
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I
Kitchen Studio) and eating area provides a great combination of design 
and functionality. 

The kitchen is beautifully designed and provides some stylish touches, 
like a gorgeous granite island (Roma Tile and Granite), a high-end 
built-in Schott espresso machine and a bay window with a window 
seat. The fixtures and finishings are transitional in style – a perfect 
choice that works with both the age of the home and the homeowner’s 
modern sensibility. The shaker-style cabinetry, the espresso coloured oak 
hardwood floors and the high-end stainless steel appliances make the 
kitchen an ideal spot to congregate – as does the harvest-style dining room 
table and linen-covered chairs (Phoenix Home & Garden).

To the right of the foyer is the living room. It is separated from a 
sunroom by a two-sided gas fireplace (Scotts Fireplace). When the 
homeowner began removing the old walls, he exposed two built-in 
alcoves along the rear wall that had been covered over. The new renovation 
uses these alcoves as a design feature, repurposing them as display units 
with recessed lighting. It gives the room a fantastic rustic architectural 
detail, as does the modern, linear gas fireplace and ledgestone, floor-to-
ceiling mantel (Patene Building Supplies Ltd.). 

The home had an old side porch that the new homeowner insulated, 
fitted with brand new floor-to-ceiling windows (Martindale Windows 
& Doors) and completely transformed into a light-filled sunroom. The 
entire main floor is warm and bright with a formal, yet open flow. 

“I’ve always loved this neighbourhood,” says the homeowner. “I grew 
up near here and a friend of mine lived on this street. When this home 
came on the market I was really interested. It’s an amazing old house and 
I was committed to restoring it.”  

What began as a freshening-up project for the new homeowner – 
involving a coat of paint and sanding the old flooring – quickly became a 
labour of love. “Once I started, I couldn’t stand the idea of cutting corners,” 
he says. “I knew what needed to be done and I couldn’t not do it.”

What needed to be done, it became clear, was a complete redo. “I ended 
up taking it back to the studs,” the homeowner says and before he was 
finished over 30 tons of debris had been trucked away to make room for 
a brand new interior.  

From the outside, the centre-hall home is gracious and welcoming 
with its circular driveway and freshly landscaped grounds. The original 
wood door opens to a marble tiled foyer (Plaza Ontario) that is clean, 
fresh and new. To the left, a fully renovated, transitional kitchen (Mastro 

Sleek and modern, yet warmed with natural elements like 
stone and brick, the living room is a perfect example of the 
homeowner’s attention to detail. LEFT: The exposed wall 
unearthed two recessed display nooks.

FAR LEFT: The 
gracious, red-brick 
Federal-style facade 
of the original home. 
LEFT: The rear 
view of the home. 
The homeowner 
completely restored 
the original pool.
OPPOSITE, TOP 
RIGHT: The home 
has five bedrooms. 
The homeowner uses 
one as a dressing 
area. BOTTOM 
RIGHT: The original 
stairs, railing and 
newel post made 
it through the 
renovation.

Continued on page 44
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One of the original features that made it through the home’s renovation 
was the staircase, bannister and newel post. Refinished and rebuilt, the stairs 
were stained a dark espresso colour to match the other hardwood in the home. 
The curved newel post and spindles retain the graciousness of a time gone by.

The second floor comprises two smaller bedrooms connected by a 
Jack-and-Jill bathroom as well as the master bedroom and en suite. There 
are two additional loft-style bedrooms on the third floor. Each room is wired 
for sound and the floors throughout the home are heated. “These are luxury 
updates that a facelift wouldn’t have allowed,” points out the homeowner. 
“And the radiant heat from the floors, combined with spray foam that was 
used to insulate the walls, makes it a very efficient home to heat.”

The master bedroom has another gas fireplace and a fabulous walk-
in closet with beautiful built-in cabinetry, crafted from solid maple 
hardwood (JT Custom Woodworking).  

The en suite offers a whole new level of luxury – including a stand-
alone soaker tub (Veteran Plumbing & Supplies Ltd.), marble floors, 
and a digitally temperature-controlled, two-person shower.

The renovations weren’t confined to the indoors, however. The grounds 
have been re-landscaped (Flood’s Nursery Farm), the garage has been 

rebuilt, the pool was completely restored and the driveway resurfaced with 
new concrete (Makulski Concrete). Everything has been brought into the 
new century without losing respect for the home’s history.

The homeowner did much of the work himself. “I would come home 
from my job and start working,” he laughs. “It’s been an amazing process. 
I am a bit of a house junkie. I am always looking at homes, seeing what’s 
possible and imagining what can be done. Overall, the process has been 
intense – intense and rewarding.”

It’s clear, given the sweat equity, attention to detail and high-end 
finishes that the homeowner renovated the home with every intention 
of living here for a very long time, but nothing is as predictable in life as 
change – and one labour of love has been supplanted by another kind of 
love altogether. The homeowner will be getting married in October and 
with a possible relocation in his future, the home he lived and breathed 
for over three years is now on the market, listed with Doris Lapico of 
Valente Real Estate Ltd.

“It’s a real heartbreak to let it go,” he says. “My blood, sweat and tears 
are in every room of this house. But I’m looking forward to the future – and 
who knows? Another renovation might be part of that future as well.”  OH

The master bedroom has a sleek, linear, wall-mounted fireplace from 
Scotts Fireplaces to keep the homeowners warm, as well as provide 
a romantic ambience. OPPOSITE, TOP LEFT: The master bedroom 
walk-in closet is a fantastic salute to craftsmanship. It has an unusual 
feature – doors – which allow the homeowner to disguise any mess 
or disarray. TOP RIGHT: Double sinks and wood built-ins make the 
bathroom truly special. BOTTOM: The oversize, two-person shower 
has digital controls and a river rock floor
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